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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

of  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1921 


HE  Report  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  for  the  year 
ending  March  31st,  1921,  forms  a record  of  interesting  work 


and  successful  development.  Through  the  generosity  of  the 
'SJU  public  and  their  sympathy  with  its  aims  the  National 
Institute  was  able  to  continue  its  work  for  sightless  persons 
of  all  ages  from  the  infant  in  arms  to  the  aged  blind  of  both  sexes.  In 
addition  to  this  direct  work,  the  National  Institute  is  responsible  for 
work  of  wide  and  permanent  national  importance,  inasmuch  as  it  gives 
material  assistance  when  needed  to  institutions  working  in  aid  of  the 
blind  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  During  the  year  extensive  grants, 
amounting  to  £55,302  10s.  lid.  were  made  to  the  following  institutions 
for  the  blind: — Ashton-under-Lyne,  Staly bridge,  Dunkinfield  and  District 
Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind  ; Association  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Indigent  Blind,  Dublin  ; Barnsley  Association  for  Visiting  and  Teaching 
the  Blind  ; Barrow-in-Furness  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind  ; 
Bradford  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  ; Bridgewater  Home  Teaching 
Society  for  the  Blind  ; Brighton  Blind  Relief  and  Visiting  Society ; 
Cambridge  Society  for  the  Blind  ; Cardiff  Institute  for  the  Blind  ; 
Cheltenham  and  Gloucestershire  Society  for  the  Blind  ; Child  Welfare 
Societies  ; Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women,  Bristol  ; College  of  Teachers 
of  the  Blind  ; Darlington  Blind  Welfare  and  Home  Teaching  Society 
for  the  Blind  ; Deptford  and  District  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the 
Blind ; Dewsbury,  Batley  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind ; Doncaster 
and  District  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind  ; Eastern  Counties 
Association  for  the  Blind  ; Esperanta  Ligilo  ; Greenwich  Workshop 
for  the  Blind  of  Kent  ; Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Manchester  ; 
Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind  ; Hull  Blind  Institution  ; Jersey 
Blind  Society  ; Leeds  United  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb  ; 
Liverpool  School  for  the  Indigent  Blind,  Hardman  Street  ; Liverpool 
Workshops  and  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Outdoor  Blind  ; London 
Society  for  Teaching  and  Training  the  Blind  ; Luton  Guild  of  Service  ; 


Mayor  of  Oldham  for  Relief  of  Local  Blind  ; Metropolitan  and  Adjacent 
Counties  Association  for  the  Blind  ; Midland  Counties  Association  for 
the  Blind  ; Montreal  Association  for  the  Blind  ; Moon  Society  for  the 
Blind  ; National  League  of  the  Blind  (various  Branches)  ; Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Home  Teaching  Society  ; Newcastle-on-Tyne  Royal 
Victoria  School  for  the  Blind;  Newcastle  Workshops  for  the  Adult  Blind; 
North  Devon  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind;  Northern  Counties 
Association  for  the  Blind  ; Northern  Counties  Blind  Society  ; North 
Western  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind  ; Norwich  Institution  for 
the  Indigent  Blind  ; Pontefract  Blind  Visiting  Society  ; Portsmouth 
Brotherhood  Social  Club  for  the  Blind  ; Southampton  Association  for 
the  Blind  ; Sunderland  and  Durham  County  Royal  Institute  for  the 
Blind  ; Torquay  and  District  Blind  Men’s  Professional  and  Industrial 
Club;  Wakefield  and  District  Institution  and  Workshops  for  the  Blind  ; 
Western  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind  ; West  London  Workshops 
for  the  Blind  ; Worcester  College  for  the  Blind.  Supplementary  to 
these  grants,  library  grants  and  gifts  of  books  in  embossed  type  and 
apparatus  amounted  to  £2,982  18s.  lOd. 

Unfortunately  the  latter  portion  of  the  period  covered  by  this 
Report  has  been  clouded  by  almost  universal  trade  depression  and 
industrial  unrest.  This  condition  was  bound  to  affect  adversely  the 
work  of  the  National  Institute,  and  as  a consequence  the  Institute  will 
in  the  immediate  future  find  its  income  seriously  depleted.  This  must 
inevitably  lead  to  an  extensive  curtailment  of  the  Institute’s  activities 
and  its  power  of  assisting  the  blind,  unless  there  is  an  immediate  and 
very  generous  accession  of  funds.  The  Council  feel  confident,  however, 
that  a perusal  of  the  following  brief  description  of  the  many  and  varied 
activities  of  the  Institute  will  induce  the  public  to  assist  it  by  all  possible 
means  to  tide  over  a serious  crisis,  and  to  continue  the  far-reaching  and 
important  national  work  to  which  it  is  committed. 

The  Blind  Babies’  Home — Beginning  with  the  babies  handi- 
capped by  blindness  from  their  earliest  days,  we  find  that  the  more 
widely-spread  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  “ Sunshine  House,” 
Chorley  Wood,  Herts.,  of  which  H.R.H.  Princess  Beatrice  is  President, 
has  resulted  in  an  increased  number  of  applications  for  entry  to 
that  paradise  for  blind  babies.  During  the  past  year  the  Home  has  been 
full  at  all  times,  and  the  number  of  cases  on  the  waiting  list  up  to 
March  31st  was  thirty-five.  This  fact  emphasises  the  urgent  necessity 
for  extending  the  work  of  providing  blind  babies  with  suitable  training 


and  treatment  from  birth.  “ Sunshine  House  " was  originally  opened 
with  the  hope  that  in  the  future  every  man  or  woman  in  this  country 
who  has  been  blind  from  birth  may  look  back  with  tenderness,  content 
and  thankfulness  to  the  “ Sunshine  ” time  of  their  babyhood.  What  love, 
healthy  treatment  and  specialised  training  have  done  for  these  lonely 
little  wanderers  in  the  night  can  be  learned  by  a visit  to  “ Sunshine 
House."  Surrounded  by  open  country  across  which  healthy  breezes  bring 
roses  to  many  a pallid  cheek,  the  little  inmates  of  “Sunshine  House” 
start  their  lives  under  the  most  favourable  conditions.  Specially  adapted 
forms  of  the  most  up-to-date  kindergarten  systems  are  employed  for 
their  education,  and  music,  being  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  enjoyed 
by  the  blind,  is  specially  lostered  at  “ Sunshine  House."  The  results, 
even  at  such  an  early  age,  are  most  gratifying,  and  a sighted  person 
would  be  astonished  to  see  the  precision  with  which  the  babies  finger 
the  musical  instruments,  the  knowledge  of  which  forms  a part  of  a 
special  course  of  rhythmic  training  which  is  highly  valuable  from  an 
educational  point  of  view.  The  babies’  band  has  been  introduced, 
consisting  of  tambourines,  drums,  triangles  and  bells,  and  all  these  find 
their  distinctive  and  separate  place  in  the  music  provided  by  the 
gramophone  and  accompanied  by  the  piano;  to  see  and  hear  this 
sightless  little  orchestra  is  to  appreciate  to  the  full  the  work  which 
“ Sunshine  House  " is  doing  for  the  blind  baby. 

Great  care  is  also  given  to  the  question  of  hygienic  conditions  and 
surroundings.  An  excellent  staff  of  doctors  and  nurses  enables  every 
little  ailment  to  be  attended  to  at  once.  Special  attention  is  also  given  to 
every  chance  that  may  occur  of  sight-saving. 

When  the  children  attain  the  age  of  five  years  the  National  Institute 
gets  into  touch  with  the  local  education  authorities  and  sees  that  the 
children  are  placed  in  certified  schools  for  the  blind. 

A highly  interesting  result  of  the  specialised  training  employed  at 
“ Sunshine  House  " is  the  fact  that  many  children  who  have  left  the 
Home  have  attained  in  the  certified  schools  for  the  blind  higher  places 
in  their  respective  classes  as  compared  with  the  children  who  have  not 
had  the  advantages  of  any  training  at  “ Sunshine  House.”  The  following 
extracts  from  letters  received  from  head  teachers  and  parents  more  than 
justify  the  existence  of  the  Home  from  this  point  of  view: — 

“ Harry  B is  an  intelligent  little  boy  and  has  more  than  average  ability  for 

a blind  child  of  his  age  . . .” 
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"Thanks  to  her  training  at  ‘Sunshine  House,'  Emily  is  far  in  advance  of  many 
blind  children  of  her  age ” 

“ Albert  is  getting  on  well  at  Hensliaw's.  The  Matron  told  me  what  a great 
benefit  it  was  he  went  to  school  after  being  taught  at  ‘ Sunshine  House  ’ ; so  that 
speaks  well  of  the  Home  and  those  concerned  in  the  training  of  these  young 
children " 

‘ 1 Phyllis  is  very  happy,  and  the  short  time  she  was  at  Chorley  Wood  has  made 
a wonderful  improvement  in  her.  I wish  to  thank  you  for  all  you  have  done  for  her, 
and  also  the  matron  and  nurses  at  ‘ Sunshine  House ' " 

Juvenile  Education. — The  Juvenile  Department  deals  with  children 
over  five  and  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  Sixty-four  cases  were  reported 
to  this  department  during  the  year  ; of  these,  six  were  found  to  be 
unsuitable  for  training,  and  the  remainder  are  being,  or  have  been, 
placed  in  certified  schools  for  the  blind  in  the  manner  mentioned  above. 

Higher  Education. — The  higher  education  of  the  blind  is  a matter 
which  receives  the  greatest  attention  from  the  Institute.  During  the  year 
under  review  the  sum  of  £4,957  was  allocated  for  scholarships  and 
improvements  to  Worcester  College  for  Blind  Boys.  This  College, 
conducted  on  public  school  lines,  is  now  fully  equipped  for  the  important 
and  far-reaching  work  in  which  it  is  engaged,  namely,  that  of  preparing 
suitable  blind  youths  to  take  up  the  professions  peculiarly  suited  to 
them,  such  as  Holy  Orders,  law,  music,  teaching,  secretarial  work,  etc. 

Books  for  Blind  Readers. — The  value  of  reading  to  the  blind 
cannot  be  over-estimated,  and  a most  valuable  and  important  branch  of 
the  Institute  is  its  Editorial  and  Publishing  Department,  which  is 
concerned  with  the  production  of  books  and  magazines  in  embossed  type. 
The  extent  of  this  branch  of  the  Institute's  work  may  be  gauged  by  the 
number  of  publications  issued  during  the  year  under  review  : — 

Braille  Publications  : 


Literature 

Bound  volumes 

19,508 

Book  pamphlets 

Magazines 

Instruction  cards 

13,792 

72,212 

1,000 

Newspapers 

116,476 

Music  : 

Bound  volumes 

2,897 

Pieces  of  music 

24,410 

Braille  Book  Plates  produced  : 

Literature  (including  news- 
papers and  magazines)  ... 
Music 

33,737 

3,219 
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Moon  Publications  : 

Bound  volumes  ...  8,273 

Pamphlets,  magazines,  etc.  ...  14,187 

Moon  Book  Plates  produced  ...  ...  13,762 

We  might  mention  that  a special  value  is  attached  to  books 
prepared  in  Moon  type,  inasmuch  as  the  latter  is  mainly  a simple 
variation  of  ordinary  Roman  type  and  can  be  learned  with  ease  by  the 
aged.  By  producing  books  in  Moon  type  the  Institute  caters  for  that 
large  class  of  blind  folk  who  lose  their  sight  in  later  life.  It  is  very 
difficult  for  such  people  to  learn  the  more  complicated  Braille  system, 
and,  were  it  not  for  the  Institute’s  publications  in  Moon,  they  would  be 
faced  with  the  great  hardship  of  giving  up  for  the  rest  of  their  lives  the 
quiet  study  of  the  great  literary  masterpieces — and  above  all  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures — which  brings  untold  solace  in  moments  of  trial. 

Braille  books  of  every  description  are  issued,  whilst  this  department 
is  also  responsible  for  fourteen  Braille  magazines  and  newspapers,  one 
letterpress  magazine  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  and  for  the 
matter  contained  in  numerous  booklets  and  pamphlets  which  deal  with 
the  Institute’s  work.  Every  effort  is  made  to  provide  first-class 
periodicals  for  the  blind,  and  constant  care  is  given  to  keep  them 
up-to-date,  instructive  and  recreative.  They  march  with  the  times  and 
are  the  organs  of  the  blind  world.  Particular  mention  should  also  be 
made  of  the  Braille  and  Moon  editions  of  the  Bible  which  are  published 
and  extensively  circulated,  and  of  the  monthly  publication  entitled 
“Channels  of  Elessing,”  which  deals  exclusively  with  Scriptural  subjects. 

We  should  mention  here  that  during  the  past  year  the  Council  of 
the  National  Institute  found  themselves  reluctantly  compelled  to  raise 
the  selling  price  of  embossed  books  and  pamphlets.  Special  rates  of 
discount,  however,  have  been  granted  to  residents  in  the  British  Isles 
so  that  blind  persons  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  able  to  purchase 
embossed  literature  in  Braille  and  Moon  type  at  one  fourth  the  cost  of 
production.  The  loss  to  the  Institute  by  its  gifts  and  by  the  sale  at  a 
greatly  reduced  price  of  its  Braille  literature,  apparatus,  etc.,  represented 
during  the  year  the  sum  of  £24,293. 

In  1916  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind,  Tufton  Street,  Westminster,  whereby  30  copies  of  all  books  of 
fiction  and  five  or  ten  copies  of  other  works  published  by  the  National 
Institute  are  presented  free  of  charge  to  the  National  Library.  The 
National  Institute  are  the  publishers  and  supply  the  Library  with  this 
immense  volume  of  literature  for  the  blind  gratis. 
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Under  this  arrangement  the  Institute  supplied  during  the  year,  free 
of  all  cost,  to  the  National  Library  (Manchester  Branch  included)  the 
following  books  for  circulation  among  the  blind  : — 


Braille  volumes 

...  2,516 

Braille  music  volumes  ... 

67 

Braille  pamphlets 

150 

Braille  music  pamphlets 

...  2,036 

Braille  magazines  and  newspapers  . . 

560 

Moon  volumes 

2,868 

Moon  pamphlets 

10 

Moon  magazines 

72 

Many  of  these  volumes  were  produced  from  plates  the  cost  of  which 
was  borne  by  the  Carnegie  United  Kingdom  Trust. 

Attached  to  the  Editorial  Department  is  the  Publicity  Department, 
which  gives  the  Press  and  the  public  up-to-date  information  with  regard 
to  the  various  activities  of  the  Institute  and  the  conditions  amongst  the 
blind  generally. 

Manuscript  Department. — Books  of  an  educational  and  special 
character  are  provided  by  the  Braille  Manuscript  Department,  where 
every  effort  is  made  to  meet  the  constant  demands  for  educational  works 
of  all  descriptions.  Owing  to  the  vast  increase  of  the  field  of  activities  now 
open  to  blind  people  there  is  a constant  demand  for  educational  works 
in  the  classic  tongues,  in  English  and  in  foreign  languages.  During  the 
twelve  months  under  review  this  Department  was  responsible  for  the 
production  of  1 ,428  volumes.  This  work  needs  most  careful  super- 
vision, and  its  continuous  success  is  indicative  of  the  giant  strides  in 
educational  matters  made  by  the  blind  in  recent  years.  The  following 
letter  from  a St.  Dunstan’s  soldier  affords  a striking  proof  of  the  value 
of  the  books  produced  by  this  Department  : 

“ I have  very  much  pleasure  in  apprising  you  of  the  fact  that  I have  been 
successful  in  my  Bar  Final  Examinations,  and  that  I have  also  had  the  honour  of 
being  ‘ called  to  the  Bar.’  I am  sincerely  appreciative  of  the  many  kindnesses 
received  at  your  hands  and  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  calling  upon  you  to 
thank  you  in  person.  . . . The  volumes,  which  you  specially  prepared  for  me,  have 

been  of  the  utmost  importance  to  me  and  I trust  that  they  will  prove  of  use  to  some 
other  student  who  intends  to  follow  the  same  special  course  of  study.  . . 

Design  Department — Maps,  Diagrams  and  Models. — The  Design 
Department  produces  all  maps  and  diagrams  required  for  Braille 
volumes,  the  work  being  performed  by  artists  experienced  in  book 
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illustration.  During  the  past  year  838  plates  have  been  designed  and 
embossed . The  majority  of  these  illustrate  in  diagrammatic  form  books  on 
arithmetic,  geometry,  history,  geography,  economics,  tides,  wireless 
telegraphy  and  astronomy.  The  Department  has  also  been  engaged  in 
designing  educational  apparatus  and  making  various  models. 

Inventions  and  Research  Committee. — Most  invaluable  is  the 
work  of  the  Inventions  and  Research  Committee,  which  has  undertaken 
the  task  of  putting  to  the  test  new  inventions  and  of  effecting 
improvements  in  apparatus  already  in  use  by  the  blind.  During  the 
past  year  they  have  standardised  Braille  characters  for  use  in  books 
issued  by  the  Institute  ; they  have  investigated  many  new  methods  of 
reproducing  Braille  and  machines  for  writing  it  ; they  have  examined 
many  ideas  for  enabling  blind  people  to  write  by  means  of  pen  or 
pencil,  and  they  have  dealt  extensively  with  games  and  pastimes  for  the 
blind,  tools  and  apparatus  for  manufacturing  purposes,  etc.  A most 
important  field  of  their  operations  was  the  careful  testing  and 
examination  of  various  methods  which  have  been  devised  of  late 
whereby  the  blind  may  acquire,  unaided,  knowledge  from  books  by  the 
sense  of  hearing  instead  of  by  that  of  touch. 

Music  Department. — Music  has  always  played  an  important  part  in 
the  lives  of  blind  people.  Not  only  have  many  distinguished  musicians 
been  blind  but  the  art  has  ever  been,  to  both  sighted  and  blind  people, 
the  solace  of  many  a weary  and  monotonous  day.  Special  attention, 
therefore,  is  given  to  this  subject  at  the  Institute,  in  preparing  music  for 
blind  musicians  and  in  facilitating  the  entry  of  blind  students  for  the 
best  standard  examinations.  The  output  of  Braille  music  for  the  year 
has  been  extensive,  the  number  of  plates  produced  being  given  above  in 
our  resume  of  the  work  of  the  Editorial  Department. 

Music  for  the  organ,  pianoforte,  violin,  etc.,  and  vocal  music  are 
published  in  Braille,  all  in  great  variety,  and  some  thirty  people  have 
been  daily  engaged  during  the  year  in  preparing  the  plates  from  which 
this  music  is  printed. 

One  of  the  outstanding  productions  of  this  department  during  the 
year  under  review  has  been  the  National  Institute  Edition  of  the  Works 
of  British  Blind  Composers  in  ink-print  staff  notation.  This  edition  is 
exclusively  devoted  to  selected  works  of  high  artistic  value  by  blind 
composers  of  distinction  and  is  consequently  a unique  and  most  valuable 
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addition  to  British  art,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  remarkably  favourable 
reviews  which  have  been  received  from  the  principal  musical  critics  in 
the  Press  throughout  the  country.  The  first  list,  published  for  the 
National  Institute  by  Messrs  Ryalls  and  Jones,  Liverpool,  consists  of 
twenty-four  separate  works,  fourteen  for  the  piano,  six  for  the  organ, 
and  four  vocal  pieces,  all  composed  by  blind  musicians.  In  almost  every 
instance  these  composers  hold  high  qualifications,  such  as  recognised 
degrees  and  diplomas,  a number  of  them  occupying  high  positions  in 
institutions  for  the  blind. 

The  importance  of  this  work  from  a propaganda  point  of  view 
should  also  be  emphasized,  as  it  is  a tangible  proof  to  the  sighted  of 
what,  under  favourable  conditions,  blind  people  are  capable  of  doing.  In 
this  connection  the  National  Institute  is  organising  concerts,  recitals,  etc., 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  many  well-known  musicians  have  kindly 
lent  their  co-operation  in  this  effort.  The  National  Institute  has  also 
secured  the  enthusiastic  interest  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music,  the 
Royal  College  of  Music,  the  Guildhall  School  of  Music  and  Trinity 
College,  London.  All  of  these  famous  centres  of  musical  art  have  signified 
their  official  recognition  of  the  edition  and  promised  to  use  such  of  it  as 
may  be  serviceable  for  teaching  purposes  in  their  respective  institutions 
as  far  as  they  find  it  possible. 

Financial  and  expert  assistance  organised  by  the  Institute  for 
these  publications  is  undertaken  free  of  charge,  the  resources  of  the 
Institute  having  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  blind  composers  who  by 
merit  of  their  work  prove  themselves  eligible  for  such  assistance. 

In  this  connection  we  would  mention  that  there  is  a special  fund,  the 
Music  Publications  Fund,  for  continuing  the  publication  of  similar 
musical  compositions,  which  should  receive  the  support  of  all  those 
interested  in  British  music. 

Another  important  point  to  be  noted  in  connection  with  the  Music 
Department  during  this  year  is  that  the  Braille  music  notation  has 
recently  undergone  great  developments  at  the  hands  of  a committee  of 
blind  experts  appointed  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  under 
the  chairmanship  of  its  Director  of  Music.  So  great  has  been  the 
general  improvement  in  music  notation  that  it  is  now  possible,  by  using 
the  new  method,  to  record  in  Braille  any  kind  of  music,  no  matter  how 
elaborate. 
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Massage  Branch.  -We  now  come  to  the  Massage  Branch  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  which  serves  a fourfold  purpose,  as 
it  includes  a School  of  Massage,  a Massage  Library,  a Secretarial 
Department  and  an  After-Care  Section.  Since  the  School  was  first  opened 
in  1915,  139  students  have  been  trained  for  the  Massage  examination  of 
the  Chartered  Society  of  Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics,  and  all 
successfully  qualified  ; 41  students  have  also  passed  the  special  Remedial 
Exercises  examination,  and  94  successfully  qualified  in  the  Medical 
Electricity  examination  inaugurated  by  St.  Dunstan’s  and  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  The  combined  course  covers  a period  of  eighteen 
months  to  two  years,  and  during  their  training  all  students  receive  gratis 
the  text-books  necessary  for  their  studies.  They  have  also  free  access 
to  the  very  fine  medico-scientific  library  of  embossed  books  which  is  in 
charge  of  a blind  medical  man  who  was  himself  trained  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind.  The  Library  at  present 
contains  421  Braille  volumes  which  treat  of  massage  and  kindred 
subjects  ; during  the  past  year  students  have  freely  borrowed  books. 
Standard  works  and  up-to-date  articles  culled  from  the  best  medical 
journals  are  constantly  being  added  to  the  Library. 

During  the  past  year  posts  have  been  obtained  through  the  After- 
Care  Section  of  the  Department  for  a considerable  number  of  masseurs 
and  masseuses,  and  assistance  given  to  enable  them  to  start  in  private 
practice.  The  following  are  typical  instances  of  the  practical  help  given 
to  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses  after  training,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
become  useful  members  of  the  community: — 

A classical  master,  with  a high  university  degree,  who  lost  his  sight,  received  a 
thorough  training  in  massage  from  the  National  Institute.  After  qualifying,  an 
appointment  was  obtained  for  him,  and  subsequently  he  was  helped  by  the  Institute 
to  become  established  in  private  practice.  He  is  to-day  earning  a good  and  steady 
income. 

Another  interesting  example  is  of  a trained  nurse  who  lost  her  sight  in  the  war, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  great  shock  to  her  system  was  in  a very  low  and  depressed 
state.  She  was  trained  by  the  National  Institute  in  massage,  and  a post  afterwards 
obtained  for  her  in  a large  hospital  in  the  provinces.  A recent  letter  from  this 
masseuse  states  that  life  is  again  worth  while,  and  expresses  her  gratitude  for  the 
training  she  received,  which  enabled  her  to  resume  work  again  amongst  people  of  her 
own  class  and  profession. 

Home  Teaching. — The  Home  Teaching  Branch  reports  a thoroughly 
satisfactory  year's  work.  A total  of  74,075  visits  was  paid  to  5,797  blind 
folk,  whilst  53,646  books  were  distributed  by  the  teachers.  489  pupils 
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were  taught  to  read  Braille  and  Moon  and  eleven  pupils  to  master  the 
subject  of  Braille  Music  Notation.  Others  again  have  been  given  lessons 
in  chair-caning,  modelling,  knitting,  typewriting,  boot-repairing,  mat- 
making, netting,  basket-making,  rush-plaiting,  etc.  Forty-eight  blind 
teachers  and  one  sighted  teacher  have  been  employed  during  the  year, 
and  their  efforts  to  improve  the  material  condition  of  those  whom  they 
visit  are  unceasing.  The  sum  allocated  by  the  Institute  to  the  Home 
Teaching  Branch  during  the  year  amounted  to  £6,242  3s.  9d. 

Blind  Concert  Party. — Good  work  has  been  done  during  the  year 
by  the  Blind  Musicians  Concert  Party,  working  on  behalf  of  St.  Dunstan’s 
Hostel  for  Blinded  Soldiers  and  Sailors.  The  party  has  toured  the 
country  and  given  a total  of  295  concerts,  the  proceeds  amounting  to 
£16,371  Os.  2d. 

Blinded  Soldiers. — The  National  Institute  takes  a considerable 
share  in  providing  for  the  welfare  of  soldiers  and  sailors  blinded  during 
the  war.  The  Institute  is  affiliated  to  St.  Dunstan’s,  and  has  continuously 
aided  its  work  in  a great  variety  of  ways. 

After-Care  of  Blind  Civilians. — The  After-Care  of  Blind  Civilians 
continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  and  useful  spheres  of  the 
Institute's  work.  During  the  past  year  the  number  of  new  cases  dealt 
with  was  1,037,  thus  placing  on  the  register,  inclusive  of  last  year's 
total,  6,004  blind  persons.  We  have  been  confronted  with  abnormal 
periods  of  distress  owing  to  industrial  troubles,  and  it  is  satisfactory 
to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the  year  under  review  a sum  of 
£14,451  3s.  6d.  has  been  distributed  in  relief  to  necessitous  cases. 
Gifts  to  the  value  of  £646  15s.  lid.  have  been  provided,  and  dental  and 
surgical  requisites  supplied  to  thirty-seven  people.  Much  useful  work 
has  been  accomplished  by  supplying  glasses  to  approved  cases,  and 
providing  prompt  medical  attention  which  has  frequently  resulted  in 
the  saving  of  eyesight. 

This  Department  is  also  responsible  for  143  persons  who  are 
undergoing  training  in  industrial  and  professional  occupations,  and  fees 
on  account  of  this  training  have  been  paid  to  approved  institutions  for 
the  blind  amounting  to  £4,361  15s.  lid.  The  number  of  visits  paid 
during  the  year  to  blind  persons  in  their  own  homes  by  the  visitors 
of  this  Department  was  923.  A fact  which  might  be  noted  here  is  that, 
although  not  primarily  established  for  the  actual  employment  of  blind 
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people,  the  Institute  does  incidentally  employ  296  at  good  wages,  the 
total  amount  of  salaries  and  wages  paid  to  them  during  the  financial 
year  amounting  to  £33,952  5s.  6d.,  whilst  wages  paid  to  their  guides 
amounted  to  £4,047  9s.  9d. 

Information  Bureau. — In  the  Institute's  showroom  all  manner 
of  games  and  apparatus  for  the  blind  are  on  sale,  whilst  an  Information 
Bureau  has  been  added,  which  is  of  the  very  greatest  possible  assistance 
to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind.  Thanks  to  this 
Bureau,  records  have  now  been  made  of  more  than  1,200  organizations 
for  the  blind  throughout  the  world,  and  information  with  regard  to  these 
institutions  as  well  as  concerning  a variety  of  other  subjects  in  connection 
with  the  blind  world  is  obtainable  from  this  source. 

Hoole  Bank  Guest  House Mention  must  be  made  of  the  opening 

of  Hoole  Bank,  Chester,  as  a guest-house  for  blind  men  and  women 
over  fifty  years  of  age  who  have  seen  better  days.  This  beautiful  house, 
with  its  grounds  of  some  twenty-three  acres,  was  presented  to  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Hayes  in 
memory  of  their  son,  Lt.  Harry  Urmson  Hayes,  who  fell  in  the  war,  and 
meets  a long-felt  want.  Considerable  alterations  in  the  house  as 
originally  given  were  necessitated,  and  these  have  been  successfully 
carried  out. 

Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women. — During  the  year  the  National 
Institute  took  over  the  Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women,  Bristol. 
Founded  in  1874,  this  home  has  rendered  continuous  service  to  blind 
women  in  the  west  of  England.  There  is  accommodation  for  twelve 
inmates,  who  must  be  forty  years  of  age  or  over  and  in  normal  health. 
At  present  the  Home  is  full. 

Brighton  Home. — A similar  home  for  blind  women  is  also 
established  at  Brighton,  and  is  now  full,  two  beds  being  retained  for 
convalescents  who  reside  for  a short  stay  at  the  home. 

Women's  Hostel. — A word  concerning  the  Women’s  Hostel  at 
No.  40,  Langham  Street,  which  was  opened  four  years  ago.  It  now  has 
accommodation  for  47  blind  girls,  and  forms  a centre,  within  easy 
distance  of  their  place  of  wcrk,  for  the  girl  members  of  the  blind  staff  of 
the  Institute.  Everything  is  done  here  to  make  their  lives  as  happy  and 
bright  as  possible,  to  environ  them  with  the  comforts  and  atmosphere  of 
home,  and  to  cherish  that  spirit  of  comradeship  which  enables  one  to  pass 
through  so  many  troubles  with  a smiling  face. 
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Welfare  Department. — We  cannot  close  this  brief  review  of  a 
year's  work  without  some  reference  to  the  Institute  s Welfare 
Department,  which  is  concerned  with  the  physical  well-being  of 
members  of  the  staff.  During  the  year  First  Aid  has  been  rendered  to 
586  people,  and  the  rest-room  has  proved  of  the  greatest  benefit  to 
members  of  the  staff  when  feeling  indisposed.  Entertainments  have 
been  provided  by  the  Debating  Society  and  Social  Sections  of  the 
Sports’  Club,  and  rambles  in  the  country  organised  on  Saturday 
afternoons. 

Statement  of  Accounts. — Audited  statements  of  account  are 
appended  to  this  Report. 


In  conclusion,  the  Council  desire  to  express  their  thankfulness  to 
Almighty  God  for  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  past,  and  look 
forward  hopefully,  trustfully,  and  with  assurance  that,  as  in  the  past  so 
in  the  future,  the  Divine  Blessing  may  rest  upon  their  work. 


STATEMENTS  OF  ACCOUNT. 


For  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1921. 


Revenue  and  Expenditure  : General  Account. 


Balance  Sheet  : General  Account. 


Investments 


REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE:  GENERAL  A' 
Dr.  for  the  12  months  ending  31st  March,  1921. 
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Brought  down  ...  ...  223,760  17  6 Brought  down  ...  85,353 

Armitage  Fund  for  the  Employ-  Armitage  Fund  for  the  Employment 

ment  of  Blind  Writers,  per  The  of  Blind  Writers  ...  ...  ...  178 

Worshipful  Company  of  Cloth- 
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Luton  Guild  of  Service  100 


Brought  forward  ...  224,849  18 
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Brought  down  224,849  18  3 Brought  down  9,923  19  4 109,201  18 

Manchester— Henshaw's  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  ...  ...  2,250  0 0 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Indigent 
Blind,  Hardman  St.  ...  ...  630  0 0 
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Carried  forward £224,849  18  3 [ Carried  forward  £26,866  3 2£109,201  18 
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BALANCE  SHEET,  GENERAL 
Dr.  31st  March,  1921 
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Carried  forward’  £1,655  0 0£159,677  17  8 [ Carried  forward  £83,816  16  4 £87,700 
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THE  LIBRARY  AT  WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  BLIND  BOYS 


A BLIND  MASSEUR,  TRAINED  AT  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE,  AT  WORK  IN  HIS  PRIVATE  CLINIC 


BLIND  telephonist  employed  at  the  headquarters  of  the  national  institute 
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GENER4L  ACCOUNT 
INVESTMENTS  ON  CAPITAL  ACCOUNTS 
31st  March,  1921 


For  General  Purposes — 

Freehold  Ground  Rents 
Freehold  Properties 

Leasehold  Properties 


Investments  specifically  appropriated — 

Sir  Alfred  Jones,  Endowment  Fund 
5%  National  War  Bonds 

5%  Exchequer  Bonds  

% Exchequer  Bonds  ... 

French  War  Loan 

2 h%  Metropolitan  Consolidated  Stock 
3%  New  Zealand  Stock,  1945 
2=£%  Annuities 
2 £%  Annuities 

3%  Metropolitan  Water  “B”  Stock 

3$%  Egyptian  Government  Preference  Stock 

4%  Government  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  1923 

Eastern  Bengal  Railway,  Annuity  

5£%  New  South  Wales,  1922-27 
2\  % Midland  Railway  Debentures 
3J%  New  South  Wales  Stock 

4%  New  South  Wales  Stock  

3%  India  Stock 
34%  India  Stock  ... 

2J%  India  Stock  ... 

5%  Great  Western  Railway  Guaranteed  Stock 
3%  Local  Loan,  1912 
21%  Consols 

3%  Nottingham  Corporation  Stock 
5%  War  Stock 


Investments  specifically  appropriated — 

3%  Local  Loan,  Bailey  Bequest 
5%  National  War  Bonds,  Salomon  Bequest 
War  Stock  (Leeds  Embossed  Books  Fund) 


£ 

s. 

d. 

5,022 

0 

0 

44,619 

10 

10 

49,641 

10 

10 

7,970 

6 

6 

£57,611 

17 

4 

£ 

5. 

d. 

1,000 

0 

0 

2,997 

0 

0 

197 

0 

0 

1,094 

10 

0 

128 

0 

0 

121 

11 

0 

193 

6 

8 

81 

12 

0 

15 

0 

6 

15 

18 

0 

138 

15 

0 

141 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

93 

0 

0 

320 

4 

10 

282 

18 

9 

276 

0 

0 

217 

3 

0 

112 

0 

0 

175 

0 

0 

196 

8 

5 

212 

0 

0 

117 

1 

9 

81 

13 

4 

5,389 

5 

4 

£13.606 

8 

1 

£ 

s. 

d. 

9,881 

7 

1 

9,600 

0 

0 

1,283 

15 

6 

£20,765 

2 

7 
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